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Georgia is our campus

At a Glance



Georgia is our campus
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Benefits of a 
regional campus 
model:

• Smaller size

• Closely connected

• Embraced by host 
community

• Increased clinical 
exposure

• Diversified learning 
experiences

• Addressing healthcare 
needs of underserved

MCG’s Distributed Regional Campus Model
Georgia is our Campus

40% of our students 
receive training 

outside of Augusta



Georgia is our campus

95% of Our Students are from Georgia

• We recruit students 
from all across Georgia

• Many students come to 
MCG from underserved 
areas with FQHCs

• Students seek 
opportunities to return 
“home” for residency 
and to practice



Georgia is our campus

PCP Workforce Development: MCG is the Largest 
MD-Resident Provider in GA, 2019

Emory MCG Mercer Morehouse PCOM - GA Overall

Total Graduates 130 245 108 77 125 685

Total Graduates 
Entering GME

123 241 108 73 122 667

Entering Primary 
Care/Core 
Specialties

90 163 81 55 91 480

Graduates Staying 
in GA Residency

33 53 38 29 32 185

68% of MCG graduates entered primary care/core specialty residencies,                   
and 33% of those residencies were in Georgia



Georgia is our campus

We Need More PCPs
Where the Health Needs Are Greatest

Medically Underserved Populations

40th in U.S. PCPs

89 of 159 Counties



2005



“One of the most durable findings from studies of 

physician supply is that populations tend to do better in 

regions and health care systems emphasizing primary 

care. Although some analyses indicate that simply a greater supply of 

primary care physicians across regions is associated with better outcomes, the 

organization of care may be just as important. 

Research suggests that health systems with primary care 

as the foundation of care provide the best outcomes at the 

lowest costs. In these primary care–oriented systems and regions, 

Medicare beneficiaries have fewer specialists involved in an episode of care 

and more visits with primary care physicians, spend fewer hospital days in 

intensive care, and have lower health care costs. Such high-performing health 

care systems include prepaid group practices, integrated delivery systems in 

fee-for-service payer environments, and other models organized around 

primary care.”

2008



2010



Georgia is our campus

• Proposed expansion plan to 
increase class by 20 students per 
year in Athens

‐ Phase I: Increase from 40 to 50 
in 2020-21

‐ Phase II: Increase from 50 to 
60 in 2021-22 

• Proposed expansion plan with 
accelerated primary care track, 
MCG 3+ Primary Care Pathway, 
and increased enrollment at 
AU/UGA Medical Partnership will 
bring enrollment of the freshman 
class to 300 per year

• Estimated retention rates 
associated with the MCG 3+ 
Primary Care Pathway

MCG - on Track to be 
4th Largest U.S. Medical School
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Proposed Class Growth with MCG 3+ 
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Georgia is our campus

MCG 3+ Med-Ed Pathways

The MCG 3+ core curriculum will accelerate our existing curriculum 
to efficiently prepare our students for one of three pathways: 

Pathway 1

• Primary Care 
PGY-1: 
primary care 
residency 
programs in 
Georgia

Pathway 2

• Dual Degree:
dual degree 
program 
(MBA, MPH, 
MEd, MS) at 
Augusta 
University

Pathway 3

• Advanced 
Residency 
Preparation: 
advanced 
clinical and 
research



Georgia is our campus

MCG 3+ Primary Care Pathway

3+ (3 - 5 years of) residency training in an AU-MCG affiliated 
GME program specializing in primary care:

• Family medicine (11 GA counties have none)

• Internal medicine (37 GA counties have none)

• Pediatrics (63 GA counties have none)

• Surgery (78 GA counties have none)

• Obstetrics/Gynecology (75 GA counties have none)

• Psychiatry/Mental Health (data unavailable)



Most Georgia Counties are Rural



The Rural Physician Workforce

Skinner, L, et al. NEJM 381: 299-301, July 25, 2019

Aging….

Fewer MDs….



2015



Georgia is our campus

• Comparison of rural 
patients receiving care 
in community health 
centers with patients in 
the general rural 
population

• Despite higher 
prevalence of access 
barriers, patients at 
CHCs were significantly 
more likely to have 
received certain 
preventative services 
such as Pap smears in 
the previous three 
years and less likely to 
have babies with low 
birth weight. 

2008



Georgia is our campus

MCG Campuses Are Connected



Georgia is our campus

We Reach Out With Technologies



Georgia is our campus

We Use Telehealth & Mentoring



Georgia is our campus

Overlapping Partnership Opportunities

FQHCs MCG Students 



Thank you
Doug Miller, MD, CM, FACC, FRCPC

Vice Dean, Academic Affairs 
ddmiller@augusta.edu
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